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GREETINGS

C

an you believe that a new school year has begun
and that we are also beginning another new year
of retirement? Hopefully, we can take the time to enjoy
this phase of our lives and also enjoy our time as
members of VCRTA.
VCRTA is off to a great start, as we continue to
celebrate our 65th Anniversary year through February
2020. We were fortunate to have Terre Haute Police
Department Public Information Officer Ryan Adamson,
as our August luncheon speaker. He had a very
informative and beneficial message about phone and
emails scams for all of our members.
We are trying very hard to have interesting programs
that benefit all of our members who attend the
luncheons. Please come and join us for the remainder

BYLAWS

of our luncheons. We have a variety of programs
planned to pique the interest of everyone.
As the calendar year begins to wind down, this will be
our last newsletter for 2019. We encourage you to join
us for upcoming luncheons and hope that the
newsletters keep you informed and connected with
VCRTA.
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special committee was set up to review and
recommend changes to our VCRTA Bylaws of
2010. The committee found many items that over the
course of nine years had become irrelevant or needed
to be updated. The proposal was approved at the
September Executive Board meeting. It will be
presented at the October luncheon for consideration. It
will also be available for review on the website for the
general membership to consider. A final vote will be
taken on the proposal at the December luncheon.
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CRTA would like to thank our newsletter sponsors for supporting
our association and the greater Vigo County community. When
you are thinking of where to purchase an automobile or where to go
for your banking needs, please consider supporting our sponsors. It
would be great to let them know how much our association
appreciates their support and their efforts in the community.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

W

hen members volunteer, they not only
help the community by serving others,
but they are also helping the Indiana
Retired Teachers Association work on
their behalf.

As the graph shows, the total number of
volunteer hours reported has been dropping
since 2007. However, we believe this
decline is only because people are not
reporting their volunteer hours rather
than an actual decline in
volunteering. So, please make
sure to report all of your volunteer
hours, which include travel time
and monetary donations.

VCRTA reports our total
organization’s volunteer hours to
IRTA which uses that information
to lobby for a cost of living
allowance (COLA) or at a
minimum, a 13th check.

We also would like to promote
your volunteer efforts. Can you
please take a “Volunteering Selfiie”
and send it to our email address?
Make sure your message includes
yourself, where you are volunteering, and
with whom you are volunteering.

Members are reminded to keep a
log of volunteer hours. The volunteer
form may be downloaded from the
VCRTA website or it may be filled out at
the December luncheon. Remember to make
sure to designate your volunteer hours as
either Youth/Education or Other.
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ublic schools in Indiana are subjected to high standards and
accountability. Charter schools are not. Consider the recent
case of the Indiana Virtual School and Indiana Virtual Pathways
Academy.

P

re you interested in finding out what the
programs will be at the upcoming
luncheons? They are all great. Here’s what
we have planned.

A state audit revealed inflated enrollment figures. There were 4,700
students and only 21 teachers. The vast majority of students earned
little or no credits. Ninety percent of the money was spent on
administrative funds and support services. The state is currently
trying to collect over $40M dollars in tax money from the company
that operated the schools.

The October luncheon will feature a special
Veteran’s Day presentation. We will be
treated to beautiful holiday music at our
December luncheon.

We must urge our legislators to pass laws which establish standards
and accountability for all Indiana schools. Forty million dollars could
provide pay raise increases for teachers and more money for the 13th
check that retirees receive.
Get acquainted with your state legislators. Voice your concerns.
Most importantly, vote!

A

As 2020 kicks off, try your luck at our annual
February luncheon Valentine’s Bingo. Come
and listen to the Salvation Army during our
April luncheon. We will round out the year
with a presentation by the Vigo County Public
Library in June.
If you have suggestions for future luncheon
programs, please share those. We welcome
any ideas.

MEMBERSHIP & DUES

W

e feel it is a benefit to become a member of
VCRTA. Members can enjoy the social fellowship
of being with other retired educators.

you do not owe dues at this time. You will be obligated
to pay your dues in the future.
Teachers who retired in 2019 received a complimentary
one year membership in VCRTA. We hope you
consider joining our association this year and your code
is JUNE2020.

As a member of our association, each person is
responsible for paying dues. Your dues help fund
VCRTA’s ongoing efforts. Membership dues are always
collected in June, the beginning of our fiscal year. If you
have not paid your dues yet, consider paying at the next
luncheon or pay by mail (see back of newsletter).

If your code included LIFE or HONORARY, you no
longer pay dues. However, VCRTA would always
appreciate any donations.

How can you tell if you owe dues? Please look at your
personal code that we included after your name in the
newsletter address label. You will see either
JUNEYYYY, LIFE, or HONORARY.

We want to boost our membership so that we can enjoy
fellowship and continue to make a difference in our
community by our many acts of service. Please
encourage any retired teachers that are not members to
join us.

If your code is JUNE2019, you owe dues for the current
2019 - 2020 year. If your code is JUNE2020 or later,
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A

eet the new VCRTA officers for 2019 - 2021.
Pictured from left to right are Brenda Walls
(President), Paul Lockhart (President-Elect), Linda
Afdhal (Treasurer), and Ann Bartley (Secretary).

s a reminder, newly updated 2019 - 2021 VCRTA
Membership Booklets are available at the
luncheons.
Please make sure your
dues are paid in a
timely manner in
order to receive a
booklet at one of the
next luncheons.
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O

he Vigo County School Corporation has
placed a referendum on the upcoming
November 2019 General Election ballot
seeking support for an eight calendar year
property tax levy.

T

ne of the goals of VCRTA is to
reach out to our members, future
members, and the greater Vigo County
community through a variety of social media
platforms.

VCRTA will not endorse the referendum as
an organization, in fairness to all of our
nearly 400 members who may have
conflicting views and at the recommendation
of the IRTA Executive Director.

We invite you to connect with us on our website, our Facebook
page, Twitter account, and Youtube channel. You will be
amazed at everything that is available from photos, videos, a
list of upcoming events, and much more.

However, we encourage all members to vote
on the referendum according to their wishes.

Reach out to us at vigocountyrta@gmail.com with questions
or to share your volunteering selfies and don’t forget to visit
www.vcrta.org to stay connected.

VCRTA
4759 S LOCK ST
TERRE HAUTE, IN 47802

VIGO COUNTY RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP & DUES FORM

P

lease cut along the line below and indicate if you are updating your contact
information, paying dues, or making a donation. All checks should be made out
to: Vigo County Retired Teachers Association

A nnual Dues per member
$10/yr

Please mail the membership form and any accompanying check to:
VCRTA Treasurer - 2431 OAKCREST LN, TERRE HAUTE, IN 47803

D

on’t forget to check
the code following
your name in the mailing
address

Name:
Check all that apply
Address:
Contact Information Update
City / ST / Zip:
2019 - 2020 Membership Dues - $10
Email:
Donation
Home Phone:
October 2019 edition

Cell Phone:

