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here did summer go? It seems like yesterday we
were looking forward to our first in-person June
luncheon in over a year.

e typically recognize members’
passing at our December Necrology
ceremony. VCRTA rarely has an opportunity
to pay tribute to a nearly 103 year old at her
passing – Reba Hadley. She was that rare
and unique VCRTA member.

Now, fall is just around the corner. It will be nice to
enjoy some cooler weather and beautiful fall colors as
the trees begin to loose their leaves. Paul Lockhart,
our President-Elect, has planned some interesting
programs for our upcoming luncheons.

Her teaching career extended all the way
back to the days of the one room school.
Reba continued her teaching at Maple
Avenue and Rea Schools for the Vigo
County School Corporation. She was an
exemplary teacher for forty years and in
1965 she was “hand picked” as one of
four original Title I reading teachers.
After retirement, Reba returned as a Title
I consultant.

In October, IRTA Executive Director Laura
Penman will be our guest. Her presentation
is sure to be inspiring. Other speakers we
can look forward to at different luncheons are
Kristi Howe from the Vigo County Public
Library and Myra Wilkey from the Mental
Health Association.
In the meantime, we have many articles in this
newsletter that should pique your interest. Included in
this addition are updates on Community Service,
Legislative Issues, Membership, and information on an
upcoming new website.
Please “connect” with us for food, fellowship, and fun.

Reba was a professional educator in every
way and was a member of numerous
education related organizations throughout
her life. Her positive attitude and way of life
contributed to her wonderful achievements.
Reba Hadley was a rare and unique lady
living nearly 103 years.

- Brenda Walls, VCRTA President

- Dr. Millie Vaughn
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SPONSOR

T

he September edition of the VCRTA newsletter has been
graciously sponsored by the Vigo County Public Library.
We encourage all of our members to support the library. The
VCPL provides a valuable service to our community.

COMMUNITY SERVICE

O

ur August Community Service project was collecting personal hygiene items for the 500 families who use the
Catholic Charities Christmas Store in Terre Haute. The annual free store is co-sponsored by Catholic Charities
and numerous volunteers and donors. The purpose of this project is to ensure that families in financial need will have
Christmas gifts like clothing and personal hygiene items for each member of their family. VCRTA collected and
donated over 6 huge boxes of shampoo, deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, lotion, and other miscellaneous items.
Thank you for your support. Our generosity will be greatly appreciated.
Our October project will be collecting socks and pajamas for all age groups to be selected at the Catholic Charities
Christmas Store. In April we will be collecting items for CODA (Council On Domestic Abuse). We will be collecting the
following items for the emergency shelter: dryer sheets, laundry and dish detergent, cleaning items, paper products,
trash bags, plastic utensils, and nutritious snacks.
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HELP WANTED

his year will produce maps that will redistrict 150
General Assembly and 9 Congressional Districts.
There is a promise of public hearings, but there are
complaints about the lack of transparency from individuals
and groups such as Common Cause.

T

CRTA has an opportunity for two people
to support our organization. We need a
member to be in charge of our Calling
Committee in order to make luncheon
reservations.

V

We can expect Gerrymandering to continue since the
super majority in the Indiana House and Senate will not
bend to public concerns or relinquish their power. This will
result in less representation for areas with large
populations and more for small towns. James Briggs,
columnist for The Indianapolis Star, predicts ten more
years of “…toxic politics and culture wars in Indiana.”

We also need a member to be in charge of
our Membership Committee. Membership is
important to our long term viability.

Should any party in power be in charge of redistricting? Is
there a better way? Think about it.

Please reach out to Brenda Walls or Paul
Lockhart if you are interested or have
additional questions.

We will help you get up to speed so you feel
comfortable doing either position. Your help
will be greatly appreciated.

FUTURE NEWSLETTERS

T

he cost of printing and mailing 300+ newsletters is increasing. Finding sponsors willing to cover the cost of our
newsletters has become difficult. The Board may need to ask for a once a year $5 donation from each member to
continue mailing newsletters or change to a digital format for all future newsletters. Please indicate your preference in
the VCRTA Membership & Dues Form on the back of this newsletter.
If we transition to a digital format, the newsletters would be posted to our website for you to read. You would be
notified by luncheon announcements or email notification when a newsletter is ready. If you update your contact
information with an email address or attend upcoming luncheons, you would be aware when newsletters are available
to read so you would be “connected and in the know”.

VCRTA MEMBERSHIP

IRTA MEMBERSHIP

W

e feel it is a benefit to become and remain a member of
VCRTA. Members can enjoy the social fellowship of being with
other retired educators.
As a member of our association, each person is responsible for
paying dues. Your dues help fund VCRTA’s ongoing efforts.
Membership dues should be paid in June, the beginning of our fiscal
year. If you still owe dues, please make your payment as soon as
possible.
We want to boost our membership so that we can enjoy fellowship
and continue to make a difference in our community by our many acts
of service. Please encourage any retired teachers that are not
members to join us.

T

he Indiana Retired Teachers Association
has been working for years to make sure
you enjoy the retirement you deserve. If you
want to remember all of the benefits of IRTA
think of this:
I - Insurance; R - Retirement Planning; T Travel, Entertainment benefits; A - Advocate
for all retired educators
Be involved! Be counted! Be a member of
IRTA.
Please consider becoming a member of
IRTA.

VCRTA WEBSITE

H

ave you visited the VCRTA website recently? We
have some big changes coming your way later
this year. We are undertaking a complete redesign to
make things more accessible and easier for you. In
addition to a fresh, modern design that is mobile
friendly, we plan to expand the capabilities of the
website to better serve you.
Have you ever wondered why
you can’t make reservations
online for an upcoming
luncheon? Would you prefer
to prepay for your luncheon
reservation instead of
carrying cash or bringing your
checkbook? Have you moved
recently or forgotten that we
really need and want your phone number? Can’t make
it to the December luncheon but want to make sure all
of your volunteer hours are recorded? What if you
could do all of that online?

We are bringing many new features for you to our new
updated website. We anticipate everything will be
ready by the end of this year. Don’t worry, if you aren’t
computer savvy you can still do things the same as in
the past. We just want to provide more options for you.
If you haven’t visited our
VCRTA website recently or
didn’t even know it existed,
we encourage you to take a
few minutes and enjoy
everything that is available.
You can see photos from
events dating back to 2013,
see the upcoming calendar of
events, and so much more.
We hope you enjoy the updated website and look
forward to providing more features and capabilities in
the years to come.

CONNECT WITH US

O

ne of the goals of VCRTA is to reach out to all of our members, future members, and the greater Vigo County
community through a variety of social media platforms.

We invite you to connect with us on our website, our Facebook page, Twitter account, and Youtube
channel. If you aren’t aware, you will probably be amazed at everything that is available from
photos, videos, a list of upcoming events, and much more.
Reach out to us at vigocountyrta@gmail.com with questions or to share your volunteering selfies
and don’t forget to visit www.vcrta.org to stay connected.

VCRTA
4759 S LOCK ST
TERRE HAUTE, IN 47802

VCTRA MEMBERSHIP & DUES FORM

P

A

lease cut along the line below and indicate if you are updating
your contact information, paying dues, and/or making a donation.
All checks should be made out to: Vigo County Retired Teachers
Association

nnual dues per
member

$10/yr

Please mail the membership form and any accompanying check to:
VCRTA Membership - 1904 N 9th ST, TERRE HAUTE, IN 47804

Name:

Check all that apply

Address:

Contact Information Update

City / ST / Zip:
Email:
Home Phone:
Cell Phone:

2021-2022 Membership Dues - $10
Donation
I Prefer A Printed Newsletter
I Prefer A Digital Newsletter

September 2021 edition

